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PASTORAL LETTER
Remembrance and Hope
November is a month of remembrance. Thomas Hood wrote the poem, ‘I
remember, I remember, the house where I was born…’ Many songs have been
written about memories, but they can be very selective. They can be good or
bad, painful or happy. Sometimes sharing memories can be therapeutic.
There are things worth recalling and things we would rather forget like bad
experiences, our mistakes. We often try to bury those.
We would rather forget the memories of the Pandemic and its ramifications
with its impact on our lives, with each age group being impacted in different
ways.
In November, as a nation we have Remembrance Day, the time when we call
to mind wars and conflicts. We think of friends and family who died or were
injured fighting for our peace and freedom. Perhaps now we bring to mind
those who have died or suffered in the Pandemic. Physical wounds are
visible, but the emotional and psychological scars so often go unseen. All
need understanding and healing.
At the Last Supper, when Jesus broke bread with his disciples, he said ‘Every
time you do this, remember me.’ We use these words in our Holy Communion
services and we remember that Jesus Christ gave his life for our salvation
when he died on the cross. His death and resurrection give us hope for the
future with a promise of forgiveness and reconciliation with God. His love
endures forever.
Our nation, our world needs peace and reconciliation. So let us play our part,
reflect the love of Christ and so enable reconciliation and transformation in
others.
Let us love one another as Christ loves us.

Pat Harris LLM

PARISH NEWS
There will be a Remembering Service on Sunday 7th November, 10.30am at
Farnham Church.
Please do join us as together we remember those in our lives who have died
but who still hold a special place in our hearts.
The short service will be followed by refreshments.

Mrs. Gill Baverstock

As always we welcome submissions, suggestions, news, advertising, and
photos. Please submit items for the next Magazine to the appropriate news
gatherer, or to The Editor, before 15th November.

The Editor
Mrs Jackie Carlyle-Clarke
01725 516323 – tollardgreen@gmail.com

TOLLARD ROYAL
News gatherer: Alexandra Thomas
rhodri.alex@btinternet.com – 01725 516320
Harvest Festival Service was celebrated on Sunday 10th October and the
church was, of course, most beautifully decorated by all the flower ladies,
reflecting this special time of the year. Canon Simon Tong took the service
and it was fantastic to have him back at St Peter’s. There were refreshments
after the service, and it was lovely to catch up with friends old and new.
The Dorset Ride and Stride Bike Ride in aid of the DHCT raised £210, half
of which will come back to St Peter ad Vincula. John and Jackie would like
to thank all those who supported them.
Remembrance Sunday is on Sunday 14th November, when the service will be
held at the War Memorial, gathering at 10.45 with the silence observed at
11.00am. The Roll of Honour of the fallen of both Tollard Royal and Farnham
will be read, and wreaths laid. Please join us for this important event.
September 52 club winners 1st prize Elaine Roscoe, 2nd Prize Adrian Jones

The 2021

Christmas Fairs
In aid of the
Salisbury-Sudan Medical Link
Anne Biddlecombe Hall
Tarrant Keyneston

A Grand Christmas Shopping Fair
Saturday 27th November
11.00 am — 1.00 pm
Gifts & Crafts • Plants & Bulbs • Toys & Games
Homemade Sweets • Cakes • Preserves
Santas’s Surprises • Xmas Hamper
Books • Tombola • and more!!
Please advance order Xmas Cakes
Call Vicky on 830240 by 15th November

A Coffee and Lunch Christmas Fair
Saturday 4th December
11.00 am — 1.00 pm
Raffle • Last orders at 1.00pm, Hall closes a little later.
Please wear masks (when not eating or drinking)
Sanitiser available in the Hall
Any donations for the stalls or offers of help
gratefully received. Please contact Caroline on 452452

CHETTLE
News gatherer: Rosamond Sweet-Escott
rosamond.sweetescott@gmail.com – 07786 920991
The Ride and Stride team raised £917 from their brilliant cycle riding and
sponsorship. Well done to everybody.
The Harvest Festival was very well attended as usual, and the Church had
been beautifully decorated by the flower arranging team. Many thanks to
everybody who contributed. We were particularly lucky to have John
Sunnucks playing the organ for us whilst Netta was visiting her
grandchildren in France.
A sum of around £180 was sent to the Blandford Food Bank from the village
following the service.
Remembrance Day A reminder that the Remembrance Day service on 14th
November will be lay led this year by David Mordaunt, and will start at 10.45
am.
Everybody is welcome to attend.
The Castleman is very much open
for
business,
taking
dinner
reservations on Mondays through to
Saturdays. We will also be back open
again for Sunday lunches from the
7th November, and we are now
taking bookings for the Christmas
party season. Please visit the
website www.castlemanhotel.co.uk
or call 01258 830096 to book. You
can also view the current menu on
the website, and also the Christmas
menu. Looking forward to seeing
you soon.

Niki, Jez and the team

FARNHAM
News gatherer: Mrs Gill Baverstock
gill.baverstock@hotmail.co.uk – 01725 516311
Harvest Festival Service. Thanks to those who gave generously at the service
the PCC was able to take a number of items to the Blandford Food Bank,
plus a cheque for £250. It was good to see people staying for the ploughman’s
after the service, and thanks go to the flower team for giving us a feast for
our eyes.
First Tuesday Coffee Morning is back. Helen Tustin at Sarunds House has
kindly agreed to host this on 2nd November. Everyone is welcome from
10.30am to 12 noon.
Remembering Service on Sunday 7th November at 10.30am. We will be
remembering all those in our lives who have died. Be they family members
or part of our communities, we all have people who remain in our hearts long
after they have passed away. Whatever your situation you will be most
welcome to attend this service at Farnham Church.
The Remembrance Sunday Service on 14th November will be held at the War
Memorial in Tollard Royal at 10.50am. As part of the Act of Remembrance,
the names of the fallen from both Tollard Royal and Farnham will be read
out. Please come suitably clothed for this outdoor service.
Judy Stickland’s ashes will be interred in Farnham Churchyard on Saturday
27th November at 3pm. Parishioners are welcome to attend this short outdoor
service.
The Families of Rose Childerhouse and James MacPherson have expressed
their thanks to everyone in Farnham Church for the work put into making
their wedding such a special occasion. In fact, Rose and James have said that
being in the church was the best part of the day.
50 Club Winners September: 1st – Katrina Hedges; 2nd – Jenny Richards; 3rd
– Carol Bryant. October: 1st – Russell Fairchild; 2nd – Sara-Jane Newenham;
3rd – Christine Maguire. It’s still not too late to join. Gill Baverstock 01725
516311.

The Christmas Fair will be held in the church on Saturday 4th December
from 10.30am to 12.30pm. If you can offer help please contact Helen Tustin
on 01725 516385.
Allotment Association. Following the success of our “Soup a Day” last year,
we will do it again on Saturday 18th December. Ed and Gail will host this at
Winklebury Cottage. More details next month.
With regards the allotments, there’s been a lot of activity on site, harvesting
some lovely fresh crops and preparing for next season’s sowing and planting.
Our site has also been a blaze of colour with particularly fabulous displays
of dahlias. There has been an abundance of apples, courgettes, marrows and
beans on the Winklebury Table, plus a variety of choice plants when
available. Thank you to everyone who has supported us so generously,
accessing the fresh fruit, vegetables and flowers.
Four raised beds have just become available, ideal for someone who would
like to try their hand at growing their own but unable to commit to a larger
plot. If interested, contact Ed Sadd on 01725 516348.

THEATRE OF BIRDS
by Chris Yates
Whenever I walk up into the hills around Tollard Royal – which I do almost
every day – there is always a quiet air of expectation. I never know what I’m
going to see, though of course I’m not talking about sheep and pheasants.
Especially at this time of year, when all kinds of charming and noble
creatures are winging in from the far north and distant east, I’m hoping to
see again some of my favourite winter guests. Birds like redwings and
fieldfares are familiars, but rarer species, like fire crests and waxwings, do
occasionally drop in to say hello. What I always look out for in winter is the
elusive and beautiful hen harrier, and it was during a recent search for one
that I witnessed a true avian spectacular.
Earlier in the week, I saw what I thought was a harrier slowly hunting along
the length of hedgerow three fields away. It ghosted over the curve of a hill
and though I was fairly confident of its identity, I could not confirm it. Next
day, I went back to see if it would reappear. As I settled down with my
binoculars to wait, a phenomenon like a black tornado swirled up from the
valley to my right. I trained the lenses on it and realised it was a spiral of
birds, like the kind you see when rooks spin upwards in a thermal, except
this wasn’t just rooks – there were also a dozen kites, several buzzards,
scores of jackdaws and a few crows. What was in the centre of the spiral was
indistinct, but then, like a Hollywood monster rearing out of a cloud, an
enormous eagle materialised against the sky.
There had been so many birds mobbing it, when it was backgrounded by
woods, that, incredibly, I didn’t notice it – only when it soared upwards did I
realise what all the drama was about. It was obviously a white tailed eagle,
no doubt one of the new colony from the Isle of White, just a couple of
wingbeats away from Tollard for an eagle with a nearly nine-foot span.
It did not actually beat its wings at all as it gradually soared beyond the
reach of its attackers and drifted downwind. When it was about two miles
away and maybe a thousand feet up, its diminishing shape in the sky slowly
began to enlarge as, again without a single wing stroke, the eagle came back
upwind. It slanted gently downwards, seemingly approaching me, and when
it was right overhead, at about four-hundred feet, I had to lie down to keep

the lenses fixed on it. Immediately, the bird began circling above me.
Perhaps it thought I was some kind of lunch!
Whatever the eagle was thinking, it was rudely interrupted when, like a bolt
from the blue, a goshawk with talons outstretched swooped on it. The hawk
was a large female who had obviously taken exception to an eagle in her
domain. She was only half its size, but she attacked with real fury and the
two of them engaged in a complex aerial combat, the eagle parrying with its
enormous wings, the goshawk lunging and striking. However, I didn’t see
feathers fly even though the battle went on until the wind carried it to the
end of the field where the two raptors separated, the hawk returning to her
wood, the eagle heading in the opposite direction.
A walk in the hills is always a pleasure, and sometimes it can be quite
dramatic.

Chris Yates is a resident of Tollard Royal and an angler, photographer,
broadcaster, tea connoisseur and author. He is a former holder of the record
for the heaviest-recorded British carp, a former co-editor of Waterlog
magazine, and a regular contributor to The Idler. Many thanks to him for
this wonderful tale!

IN MEMORIAM
Stuart Miller: 24th April 1927 – 23rd September 2021
Stuart was a farmer and a gentleman but he was not a gentleman farmer,
and he was at his happiest tending his livestock, growing, and harvesting
his crops.
Born at Okeford Fitzpaine, Stuart was one of four boys. His family moved to
Minchington Farm in 1936 where his grandfather rented a farm from
Rushmore Estate. At the start of the war the Millers acquired their first
tractor, and so Stuart’s love for ploughing started; he was four times winner
of the Blandford YFC ploughing competition.
Stuart met Betty at a dance and they were married in 1949, moving to South
Farm, Farnham with 5 cows, 2 pigs and some chickens. Through hard work,
they established themselves as an independent married couple and with the
birth of Valerie, then Ned five years later, completed their family.
Stuart’s pigs were dispatched after he was badly bitten by a boar and he then
concentrated on the dairy herd. Burts Farm was added to the holding,
enabling Stuart to increase the dairy herd and commence an arable
enterprise, purchasing a 10ft cut combine. Whilst this combine may have
been small by today’s standards, Stuart embraced change and emerging
technologies and, with Ned joining him, the business made good profits,
enabling Stuart and Betty to acquire a plot on which to build Homefield
House. With increasing cow numbers, they acquired a further plot, sold that
house and built The Granary.
Stuart was a great supporter of the community and a diligent Parish
Councillor, being Chairman for some 20 years. Betty passed away in 2017
and Ned and Karen later moved in with Stuart as he lived with the
challenges of old age. Stuart delighted in his grandsons, the marriage of Ben
to Steph, and the recent arrival of twin great-grandsons. Still with an alert
mind, he enjoyed chewing the cud with visitors, and we will miss his forays
up the road on his mobility scooter, cheerfully chatting with those he met.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Valerie, Ned and their families at this
time.

RECIPE: HARIRA SOUP
Harira soup is a hearty tomato-based lamb, lentil and chickpea Moroccan
soup. It gets its name from the Arabic word for ‘silk’. It is served in Morocco
and other parts of North Africa any time of the year, but it is especially
associated with the month of Ramadan, most often to break the fast.
Great in hot or cold weather, this soup is even better the next day when the
flavours have had time to meld. It will get pretty thick as it sits in the fridge,
but you can just add a little bit of liquid as you warm up your leftover soup.















250g lamb, cubed to 1cm size
½ tsp turmeric powder
½ tsp cinnamon powder
½ tsp ginger powder
½ tsp saffron powder or filaments (optional)
25g butter
4 tbs chopped coriander leaves
2 tbs chopped parsley leaves
1 onion, chopped
500g peeled tomato, chopped (can substitute tinned chopped tomato)
50g red lentils, soaked overnight (can substitute yellow lentils)
75g dried chick peas, soaked overnight (can substitute tinned chick peas)
600 ml water (can substitute any stock)
Salt and pepper to taste

INSTRUCTIONS
1) Put the meat, turmeric, cinnamon, ginger, butter, coriander leaves,
parsley leaves and onion in a large pan, optionally with saffron powder
or filaments. Cook on medium heat for 5 minutes, stirring continuously.
Add chopped tomatoes and keep cooking for 10 minutes.
2) Add lentils (rinsed if needed) to the pan, along with the chick peas and
water. Season with salt and pepper as desired. Bring to the boil. Cover,
and slow cook for one and a half hours. Adjust cooking time for preference
with lentils’ texture etc. – if you are using tinned chick peas then you can
reduce this time to one hour.




Optionally add more vegetables e.g. carrot, potatoes, celery stick.
Optionally garnish with lemon, coriander leaves and cinnamon.
Recommended to eat with bread, ideally Moroccan or thick pita or
similar.

CHURCH SERVICES NOVEMBER 2021
7th November
10.00am
10:30am
10.30am
10.45am
11.15am
4.00pm
6.00pm

Third before Advent
1st Sunday
Sixpenny Handley
Family Service
Tarrant Hinton
Family Service with HC
Farnham
Remembering Service
Tarrant Keyneston
Together Service
Pentridge
Matins
Tarrant Gunville
Evensong
Sixpenny Handley
All Souls Service

No service

Chettle & Tollard Royal

See Farnham

14th November
Remembrance Sunday
2nd Sunday
9.00am
Tarrant Monkton
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am
Sixpenny Handley
Scout Parade and
Remembrance Service (outside)
10.50am
Tarrant Gunville
Service of Remembrance
10.45am
Chettle
Remembrance Service
10:50am
Tollard Royal
Remembrance Service
at War Memorial
10.50am
Pentridge
Remembrance Service
10.50am
Tarrant Monkton
Remembrance at War Memorial
10.55am
Tarrant Keyneston
Family Service & Remembrance

No Service

Farnham

See Tollard Royal

21st November
Christ the King
3rd Sunday
9.20am
Sixpenny Handley
Breakfast Church
10.30am
Tarrant Gunville
Family Communion
11.00am
Tarrant Rushton
Holy Communion
11.15am
Pentridge
Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00pm
Farnham
Holy Communion

No service

Chettle & Tollard Royal

See Farnham

28th November
Advent Sunday
4th Sunday
9:00am
Chettle
Holy Communion
9:00am
Gussage St Andrew
Matins
9.00am
Tarrant Rushton
Holy Communion
10:00am
Sixpenny Handley
Holy Communion (CW)
10:30am
Tarrant Hinton
Hinton Half Hour
10:30am
Tarrant Monkton
Worship for All
6:00pm
Tollard Royal
Evensong

No Service

Farnham

See Chettle or Tollard Royal

