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PASTORAL LETTER 
I woke to another dreary day. It was wet, with little to cheer me. What is 
more, it was the second day of Lent. I am entering this period in introspection 
when I may become aware of faults in my life that need to change. Although 
at first this may seem to be a time of self-appraisal that can be a negative 
experience, it can lead me to jettison practices that are harmful to me and 
those with whom I live. 
 
Traditionally, we are expected to identify what to ‘give up for lent’ in order 
to become better people. Perhaps it would be a more positive experience if 
we found something to introduce to our living that would make us more 
productive and unselfish. 
 
When Maundy Thursday has come after the 40 days of Lent, will there have 
been any significant change in me, and will I have found anything to cheer 
my mood that I previously described? The weather may well have improved, 
but what else could have lifted my spirits in a world that currently gets more 
dangerous every day? 
 
Thankfully, I can read the final page of the story that occurs beyond the 40 
days. I will have followed the journey that Jesus took. I will have travelled 
along the road past his unjust trial and crucifixion according to Roman law. 
If that is where I finish my Lenten journey, I will remain in my state of 
despair. It would be as if the resurrection had never happened.  
 
But it has – and this changes everything. There is hope, and we will come to 
Easter Day knowing that, with the resurrection of Jesus Christ, a new day 
has dawned. There is hope for the world, and for individuals like me. 
 
A blessed Easter to you all, Robin Bragg 

 

CHURCH NOTES 
Gussage St Andrew church – part of the ceiling recently gave way, and a 

safety check must be done before services can resume. If you wish to know if 

the church is open or not for a service listed (see back page), please email 

notices@handleychurch.org to arrange to be sent the weekly notices email. 

 

3 session 2024 Lent Course in preparation for Easter – ‘3 days with St. Luke 

in the footsteps of Jesus – Triumph, Betrayal and Victory.’ 10 to 11am, on 

Fridays, 8th, 15th, and 22nd March, in Robin Bragg’s home at Cob Cottage, 

Tarrant Gunville. Coffee and biscuits. Call 01258 830941 for more info. 



 

  



  



  



 

TOLLARD ROYAL 
News gatherer: Alexandra Thomas 
rhodri.alex@btinternet.com – 01725 516320 
 

Breakfast Church on 28th January in the Cart Shed was a very happy 

occasion, with everyone enjoying bacon buns, overnight oats, and blueberry 

muffins, with endless coffee to wash it all down. Robin Bragg came to join us 

and give us his “Thought for the Day” during the short informal service, held 

after we had eaten our fill and enjoyed a good chatter. 

 

Mothering Sunday is on 10th March at 10.30am, and will be a special service 

celebrating the importance of mothers in our lives, with posies presented to 

members of the congregation. Refreshments and Simnel cake afterwards. 

 

Palm Sunday Breakfast Church. On Sunday, 24th March there will be 

Breakfast Church, starting with breakfast at 9.45 and followed by a short 

informal service, with palms blessed and handed out. There will be the same 

delicious spread available (bacon buns, blueberry muffins, overnight oats, 

coffee and tea) followed by a short, informal service. We are doing this as the 

church is cold at this time of year, and it’s a great way to get together and 

keep warm. Please come and join us – you will be made very welcome. 

 

Maundy Thursday on 28th March will be a special communion service in the 

church at 7pm, as part of Holy Week.  

 

Easter Day, on 31st March at 10.30am, will be a service of Holy Communion 

with hymns. We have Adrian coming to play the organ for us, so lots of 

rousing Easter hymns. Please come and join us for this service, and enjoy the 

lovely efforts of the flower ladies who will have decorated the church for 

Easter. DON’T forget – the clocks change that day! 

 

Welcome Back, Sid 

Thanks to Mark, John, and team the SID (Speed Indicator Device) was 

reinstalled in the centre of the village. The Parish Council are hoping that 

this will contribute towards reducing the speed of cars through the village. 

 

52 Club 

January: 1st prize – Bob Marston, 2nd prize – Eve Sugerman 

February: 1st prize – Pat Lamb 2nd prize – Anita Trappitt 



A Talk on Stonehenge will be held at The Old Cart Shed, Tollard Royal on 

Friday, 15th March at 7pm, hosted by The Village Social Committee. The 

mysteries surrounding Stonehenge have inspired, mystified, and confounded 

people for thousands of years. Why was it built? How was it built? What 

magic does it hold? Join Olivia, an archaeologist and historian who has 

worked first-hand at Stonehenge, on a journey through the history of the 

site, both real and imagined. How was Merlin involved? Is there really a 

secret bunker beneath the stones full of nuclear weapons? Why is it such a 

good home for sleeping hares? Who were the Neolithic people who spent 

centuries building such a spectacular monument? What is the significance of 

the solstice? How does Stonehenge fit into the wider ancient landscape? All 

this, and more will be explored, and some of the secrets will be revealed. 

 

Book your seats today! £8 includes a glass of wine and some nibbles; tea & 

coffee will be available during questions at the end of the talk. Please ring 

Bonny on 516389 or Marcelle 516438. 

 

Farnham Village Party. Many thanks to the amazing organisers of the 

Farnham Village Party at Larmer Tree, to which Tollard Royal villagers are 

always invited – a dozen of us from Tollard enjoyed a very jolly evening with 

fish and chips, delicious puds, music, dancing and a quiz. 



 

  



  



CHETTLE 
News gatherer: Rosamond Sweet-Escott 

rosamond.sweetescott@gmail.com – 07786 920991 
 

 

Mothering Sunday falls on Sunday, 10th March this year. There will be a 

service at 10am, with posies to collect for all Mums of any age, and we will 

have coffee and home-made biscuits afterwards. 

 

Do come, and bring all generations of the family. It would be great to have 

some children reading a poem about Mums or motherhood or mother church, 

so please let Rosamond know if your child could do this. 

 

Easter Day 

Chettle will have a family service on Sunday, 31st March at 10.30am, 

followed by an Easter egg hunt. Do come and celebrate this important day 

with us. Once again please let Rosamond know if one of the children would 

like to read something for this service. 

 

Both the above services will be led by Rosamond, and there will be no Holy 

Communion. 

 

Slide Success 

The amazing slideshow by John S and June was completely sold out, and 

Barbara’s cooking most certainly added to the attraction. A fabulous £520 

was raised for the organ refurbishment fund! 

 

Rosamond organised a separate raffle at the event and raised £256 for 

Cancer Research UK (bowel cancer) charity. The top prize of a generous neck, 

back and shoulders massage at Sarpenela was won by Alice, and Geoff Dove 

took the Chettle shop hamper home. Well done to all the winners, and 

THANK YOU to everybody for contributing to such a worthwhile charity! 

 

The Big 2024 Chettle Marmalade Competition 

We are back on again this year, with two prizes to be won. One for best pale 

marmalade, and one for the best dark marmalade. Please get your entries to 

the shop as soon as you have made the marmalade, and it will be returned 

to you after the competition – the deadline is the 14th March. Every entry 

welcome – multiple entries always welcome too. This is purely for fun and 

enjoyment. 

 



Women of the Dark Skies 

After a sell-out series in Autumn 2023 supported by Cranborne Chase 

AONB, Chettle resident Becky Burchell will be leading four more ‘Women of 

the Dark Skies’ events on Fridays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd March. This unique 

storytelling pilgrimage for women will transport you back to join the 

Durotriges Tribe of the Iron Age, whilst crossing the ancient lands of Chettle 

at night. Some of the feedback so far... “extraordinary”, “masterful 

storytelling” and “a very sacred experience”. To find out more visit: 

cz5t.short.gy/darkskies  

 

Karesta Women’s Circle 

Becky Burchell is also hosting a new fortnightly Women’s Circle at the 

wonderful Sarpenela Natural Therapies Centre here in Chettle. Starting on 

Tuesday, 12th March at 8pm, this will be a warm and welcoming gathering 

for women to benefit from each other’s wisdom, intuition and perspectives. 

Contact Becky to find out more at becky.burchell@gmail.com or 07816 

527873. 

 

Wassail! 

We hosted our third Wassail this January, a joyful gathering where we 

honour our orchards, our land and the wonders of winter. Nearly 100 people 

met outside St Mary’s Church, dressed in handmade cloaks and wild 

headdresses. Together we sang, told stories and processed through the 

village, finishing with a roaring, yew log long-fire and a feast of Chettle cider 

and soup in Laundry Lane Orchard. What better way to beat the January 

blues? 

 

Dam Jam at Chettle Lodge 

On Friday, 9th March, starts 6.30pm. After an incredible turnout for our first 

ever Chettle Strawberry Dam Jam in December, we are delighted to be 

welcoming The Baker Brothers back in March. Just like last time, the band 

will kick off the night, and then members of the audience can come up and 

play or sing; you can perform solo or with the band, or bring along some 

musical compadres, and you can all get stuck in! Please email 

damjamband@gmail.com ahead of the night if you’d like to perform, but if 

you’re feeling brave on the night you can absolutely get involved too. Tickets 

are £8 each and can be purchased in person from Chettle Village Store – 

payment by card only please. Ticket price will pay for the band, and any 

proceeds from the bar will go towards repairs of Chettle Lodge. Alice 
 



  



  



 

FARNHAM 
News gatherer: Mrs Gill Baverstock 
gill.baverstock@hotmail.co.uk – 01725 516311 
 

The Coffee Morning will be held at Cherry Tree Cottage, the home of Trisha 

Forshaw, on Wednesday, 6th March. Everyone welcome from 10.30am. 

 

Mothering Sunday, the Fourth Sunday in Lent, is on 10th March. Whilst no 

service is scheduled at Farnham, you will receive a warm welcome at the 

service at Tollard Royal at 10.30am. 

 

The Church Electoral Roll is being revised for the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting on 12th April. As Electoral Roll Officer, Tim Tustin is carrying this 

out, which must be completed by 27th March. If you wish to join the electoral 

roll please contact Tim on 01725 516385 or tpbtustin@gmail.com. 

 

Farnham and Tollard Party. Thanks to all those who had a hand in 

organising the successful party at Larmer Tree, and to those who provided 

the range of desserts, which were particularly appreciated.  

 

Allotment Association. By the time you read this the Farnham Allotment 

Association will have held its AGM and enjoyed a pre-season lunch at 

the Museum, just one of our social activities held throughout the year. 

 

Our annual “Spring Tidy Up” will be over the weekend of 23rd/24th March 

from 11:00 am, with refreshments provided on the Saturday. Prospective 

members can come and see us in action and enjoy a friendly reception. If you 

fancy lending a hand, come suitably dressed, all volunteers welcome. 

 

The ever popular “Spud in a Bag” competition and Allotment Village 

BBQ/Picnic will be in August, on Sunday, 11th August. “Spuds” and bags will 

be on the Winklebury Table from mid- to late-March, at a cost of £3 per Spud. 

Keep your eyes open and don’t miss out on this fun event, a real highlight, 

available for members and non-members, experts and beginners, of all ages! 

 

Nick Hodgson. The community is saddened to hear of Nick’s death. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with Helen and her family. 

 

50 Club Results. February: 1st – Julia Redford; 2nd – Chris & Graham Ryder; 

3rd – John Benjafield 



 



  



  



HAPPENING NEAR YOU 
News gatherer: Mrs. Jackie Carlyle-Clarke 

tollardgreen@gmail.com – 01725 516323 
 

 

The Longest Yarn. On Saturday, 23rd March, 11am to 3pm, in Sixpenny 

Handley Village Hall, Sixpenny Handley commemorates the 80th 

Anniversary of D-Day, with an exhibition of a craft work made by the village 

craft group – after this it will go to Normandy to be part of 80 knitted or 

crocheted pieces from all over the world depicting the D-Day landings, 

totalling 80 meters, celebrating the 80th Anniversary of the 80 day Battle of 

Normandy. See a photo below, watch the report at youtu.be/2IDd5VNLoYI, 

or visit www.thelongestyarn.com for more info. 

 

There’s French breakfast and French lunch available, with crepes cooked to 

order throughout the day. There’s also the war film ‘The Longest Day’, 

evocative music of the time, Sixpenny Handley’s very own Blue Bell Girls 

performing in the morning and in the afternoon, and an exhibition of 

uniforms and artefacts. Children and grown-ups can ‘have a go’ at knitting, 

crochet and clay modelling, with expert tuition available. The scouts and 

school are involved, plus a local author who has written a novel set mostly 

in the Blitz available to share stories and answer questions.  



The Citizens Advice Bus – free, confidential advice, no appointment needed, 

at Sixpenny Handley Parish Office car park, every other Wednesday, 10am 

till noon – 13th & 27th March, 10th & 24th April, and 8th & 22nd May. See 

www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk, or call 0800 144 8848 for an adviser. 

 

Blandford Repair Café on Sunday, 24th March & Saturday, 20th April, 1:30 

to 4pm, Blandford Scout Hut. See blandfordrepaircafe.co.uk.  

 

Sixpenny Handley Film Night. 

‘The Miracle Club’, Friday, 15th March at the Village Hall, 7pm start. Tickets 

£6 on the door or from Clarkes the Butcher. Call 01725 552812 for more info. 

 

Sixpenny Handley Parish Library is open 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month 

(7th & 21st February), 3 till 4.15pm, and when the Parish Office is open. 

 

Magnifi-Cafe and Teddy Bears Toddler group, warm space, warm welcome, 

Thursdays 9am to noon in St Mary’s Church, Sixpenny Handley. 
 

Wimborne Music Society. Soirée on Sunday, 3rd March, 7.15pm at St. 

Nicholas Church, Durweston (free entrance, profit from collection to host 

church). Concert on Saturday, 23rd March at 7.30pm in Wimborne Minster. 

Email christopherdowie@gmail.com for more info. 



 



  



  

Church Services 
Some terms explained 

(see back cover) 
 

HC: Holy Communion, also called 

‘The Eucharist’ and, by some, 

‘Mass’. If taken by a non-ordained 

person then it is ‘by extension’. 

 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer, 

published in 1662 and still an 

accepted form of liturgy. 

 

CW: Common Worship. A form of 

service, launched 2000, which 

uses modern language. 

 

‘Said’: no hymns in the service. 
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CHURCH SERVICES MARCH 2024 
3rd March Third Sunday of Lent 1st Sunday 

9.00am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00am Sixpenny Handley Family Service 

10.30am Farnham Family Service 

10.30am Tarrant Hinton Family Communion by extension 

6.00pm Tarrant Gunville Evensong 
 

10th March 4th Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday 2nd Sunday 

9.00am TBC* Gussage St Andrew Matins (BCP)  *To Be Confirmed 

9.00am Tarrant Monkton Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.15am Tarrant Hinton Breakfast Together in Village Hall 

10.00am Chettle Morning Service 

10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 

10.30am Tollard Royal Family Service 
 

17th March 5th Sunday of Lent 3rd Sunday 

10.00am Sixpenny Handley Informal Service 

10:30am Tarrant Gunville Holy Communion (CW) 

10.30am Pentridge Matins (BCP) 

6.00pm Farnham Holy Communion (CW) 
 

24th March Palm Sunday 4th Sunday 

9.00am TBC* Gussage St Andrew Holy Communion (BCP)  *TBC 

9.45am Tollard Royal Breakfast in the Cart Shed 

10.00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 

10.00am Pimperne Group Holy Communion 
 

28th March Maundy Thursday Thursday 

7.00pm Tollard Royal Holy Communion 
 

29th March Good Friday Friday 

2.00pm Sixpenny Handley Hour at the Cross 

2.00pm Tarrant Hinton Good Friday Reflective Service 
 

31st March Easter Day 5th Sunday 

9.00am Farnham  Holy Communion & Breakfast 

9:00am Tarrant Monkton Holy Communion (BCP) by extension 

10:00am Sixpenny Handley Holy Communion (CW) 

10.30am Tollard Royal Holy Communion  

10.30am Chettle Morning Service 

10.30am Tarrant Gunville Holy Communion (CW) by extension 

10.30am Tarrant Hinton Holy Communion by extension 

11.15am Pentridge Holy Communion (BCP) 


